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shall be publicly recognised as a " sacred trust of
civilisation/' and that that trust shall be assumed
by all nations united in the League, The League
must perform its trust by helping these peoples to
adapt themselves to the strenuous conditions of
the modern world. The Covenant, again rightly
recognises that the problem is not the same for all
peoples. Some, like the Chinese, and probably all
Asiatics, are capable of governing themselves as
independent nations, provided that they can look
to Europeans for honest administrative or expert
advice and assistance, and for the means necessary
to the economic development of their countries*
Others, e.g., the Africans, are probably not in a
position immediately to take over the entire
administration of their countries, and will require
at first to be governed by a mandatory, whose
main purpose should be to promote their material
well-being and educate them to govern themselves*
How could this general system be applied to
China and Africa ? The Covenant which was
adopted by capitalist imperialist statesmen, who
desired to cloak a policy of capitalist imperialistic
annexations, proposes that the League shall in each
case entrust the mandated areas to a particular
State as its mandatory. The object of this proposal